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Irving's Life of Mahomed and Carlyle's panegyric on the Prophet,
books which raised Mahomed in Gandhi's estimation. He also read
The Sayings of £arathustra and made an intensive study of Tolstoy's
works. The Gospel in Brief and other essays by Tolstoy made a deep
impression on him.
During this period he attended the Wesleyan Church every
Sunday in company with his Christian friends. The church did not
make a favourable impression on him and soon he gave up attending
the service. But he did not cut himself off from Christian literature,
especially the Bible.
In Durban Gandhi had a little house in a prominent locality and
it was suitably furnished. The food was simple, but as he used to
invite English friends and Indian co-workers, the house expense
was fairly high. He had a servant and a cook and also had office
clerks boarding and lodging with him.
The Natal Congress completed its first year in the middle of 1895.
As a result of Gandhi's intensive public activities and propaganda,
the conditions of the Indians in South Africa became known in India.
The Indian National Congress held in Madras in December 1894,
under the presidentship of Alfred Webb, M.P., passed the first resolu-
tion on South Africa: "This Congress earnestly entreats Her Majes-
ty's Government to grant the prayer of Her Majesty's Indian sub-
jects, resident in the South African Colonies, by vetoing the bill of the
Colonial Government disfranchising them." The next Congress held
in Poona in 1895 put on record its solemn protest against the dis-
abilities sought to be imposed on Indian settlers in South Africa and
it hoped that "the British Government and the Government of India
will come forward to guard the interests of these settlers in the same
spirit in which they have always interfered, whenever the interests of
their British-born subjects have been at stake."
Gandhi had now been three years in South Africa and had estab-
lished a good reputation and a fairly good practice. About "the
middle of 1896 he sailed for India to fetch his wife and children.

